DGES _THE YANKEE BOGHER
Z07THHA BIG JOBses a tuple ons: (1) hanillng supp:q prob=
LOLLTHAA BIO JOG 22 lems of organizations  assigned. under
Cantinue 707th jurisdictionz  (2) supervising_ al¥l
(Gantinued from Pap: S) controlling.; shipment an:i deliT8ry of TG
gomolas, box C&rll, flat cars, tUU |rolling stack am locomotives; ami (3)
cars, cabooses, refrigeratar<. C&irll, USA being a "big brother © of supp:q" ta all
2-8-Q aMi 2-6=Q steam |Q£0[T:IOIIVES, ani | MRSupitss which came throug Notm.alXi
IS_O, 380, 500 am 650 _I_ﬂPDleseI e_Iec— acting as a central cleating: house for
trics, along with British  "Austerity" tracing,  strlO’ equipment, am  secuting

2-8-Q'15 anci 2-10-0'15, and 153 HPditeat .
Diesels, Farty-five 1 hospital_. amhulan::e
trains, of 14 to 17 cars each, were re-
ceived am put, into serwice.

Altogether, some 19,000 railwlO' cars
of all_ types, preTiously, assembled in
the U.K., were delivered to the 101th st
Cherhourg.  'nley cong=rise about 63 per
cent of all. TO_gollll 1'IO'Hh the contin~
ent. Qperations  necessitated,  bringing
some 11,000 more C&rll theough other
ports, dismantled, am assemhling them
here.

Of a tatal . of 1,231 locxZlOtivea of
all_ types, which _re delinred to Cher-
bourg an:i processed by the 757th Shop Bn
umer 707th supervision, only Ollllmishap
occurred in unloading. A gsar on a
crane fouled, an:i one engine fell infa
the harbor. But it was later recO"fered.

As operations | continued, a .ries ot
cracked. cylinders on the USA2-82Q/15
threateped to cause serious delllys. When
it became obvious that replac_nt .. cyl-
inders _re not going to be uUlahle,
01 railreaders resorted ta bronze 1ftlld-
ing. Experimentation developed. a systam
thst has since been used with great suc-
cess in the ETO.

Lack Of Watering Eacilities

In the rush of early, operations in
France, the Engineering Section fauwnd

that the greatest immediate bottle-neck

to railroading _s a lack of locomotive
_tering  facilities. French water sup-
p~ systems had been knocked out by ad-
vancing forces or demalished by retreat-

ing Germans, am lay in various states
of destruction throughout Nouma.lxly.

Colonel Morris am Lt. Charles E.
Webb, St. Albans, 'Ilt. (Sou), taok advan-
tage: of every means possible ta get the
engines watered. In one instap.;e the
whole population of a village ‘liaS mar-
shalled en masse to construct a make-
shift damacross a creek, thus praviding
sufficient. backwater for installation of
pumps.  Abucket brigade. ‘liaS fotmed by
MIIS troops in the early days at Cher-
bourg terminal, before better facilities
W'lIreinstalled,

Recannaissance with the: Corps of Ene
gineers was also a job for the 701th En-
gineering; Dept., in mking decisiOns on
which rail lilllls should be rehsbllltated
first.

Telephone communications just didn't
exist, am Capt. Theodore R. Hill, Ash-
ville, N.C.(Sou), deployed sigpal mrin-
tenance sections : of operating battalions
te construct phone lines from Cherbourg
through FolliglV' ani Rennes info  Lgllans.

In &enetal, the Engineering Segtion
was conc~rned with seeuring adequate
construction,  rehabilitating, , enlarging
am developing of yard ani main line
facilities as traffic grew over more ani
more liberated.  territory._ '  'lhis contin-—
ued until the 101th left the Cherhourg
area late. in December, 1944, by which
time main line trackage: had grownto
491.7 miles.

Stores Had A Dual Job

The Stores Section of the 707th
started a dual life in Englam, where
men of that department not oply accumul-
ated equipment for their.. ownunit, but
also worked with battalions which had
the samepurpose in mim. This involT8d
extensi'99 traveling.

In Cherbourg the dual life grew inta
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\ocomotivss, t'Ul. cranes, crawlel' cranes
am. other types of  special . railrqad.
equipment contimed = tQ occupy the Stores
section,.

Across the Rhll&, in Gel"UI8IV the
rapidly, changing needs of battalions
,made it necessary' for 701th Stores ta
stick strict:g ta that job alone. Sur-
prising amounts of captuced enemy stocks
1lllre foursl., am the greatest possible.
use _15 made of them.

Eiwst MIISUDIt Across Rhine

Bridgeheads had bgen established.
across the: Rhine.  The Corps of Engin-
eers 'liaS rushing; the bridging job O"fer
the river at Wesel, am railrqads = had
tQo be developed. eastward.

So the 707th madea lightning_
inte  Gauma~, opening HQat Wesel on
liarch 31st. 1945. They were the first
1ISunit established . east of the Rhine.

1laJVbuildings  1I9re still  burning  in:
Wesel. Displaced Poles, Russians, Ital-
lallll, Belgians and French people were
el'#gryllhere, overrunping the plage like
antsy

Ileconnaissame parties
learn. the  conditions.  of rail lines,
shops, rolling. stock, ete,, in. the
viclplt;r. Detachment "Bit of the 17th
went tQ work repairing_; tracks, an:l.the
720th camein just. in time tQ operate.
the: «first,. train. across the river on
Aqril_9th.  Gradual.lyJiemolished-bridges.
esre replagced, am communications lines
restored. The push. continued. on ta the
east, in like faghion.  Then..cameVE-Day.

Without slawing up the pace) a f_
magaged tq, take tu... tQ 1llsten tQ Pres-
ident Truman's radio proclamation, but
the railroads . kept right. on operating,
The )IRSmission has been just as impart-
ant, since the victory ' as it'llas before:
There have been thoullan:iu8 of POW'sto
move, displaged | peX'SOIllllretutning_ to
thegir_ native countc's.pell. militagy_+ organ-
ize,tiO!lll changing location, captured.
logds, tqQ be disposed. of, repatriation
movemengs of Allied . militagy, ' personnel,
ete. Upta 30 days aftec  VEthere was
still. . no sign, of a lat-up, but nowthe
emergency is, beginping to taper off a
bit. bre's_ an 8=hour office | day, ami
aT8n a dagy,off- a week thcown in to give:
thes boys a' wefll~seMed  rest.

.'-.:- Capt. C.B. Richardson.

started . oyt to

SOUIIER'SMEDAAWARDED

‘Dle Soldies 'a  Medal has been awarded
ta Lt. Col. J8118S D. Shea, Co of the
741st IV Qperating Bn., far heroism at
SoilJlICIH1&rau::e, on Dee. 21, 1944.

An elllllliglane.  had ~ped a bombin
tha railrqad.  yards, causing a car of oU
tQ igulte. and spread tq other C&rll. Al-
11Qst 400 l@adss of 811HM®GN near the
blasillg: tanker: 'Nlearea was soon an
inf’ of flying_ Ilhrapnel awi debris.

ftle colonel arganlzed an:i superri.sed.
salwglng_  operations, ani perso~
patticipated . iny the _nt ... of about
200 loadsy valued at pom  14,000,000!
For ofel' 1h hours he continusdi 'W'Orkigg

in, the danger zone. At one tilM he ran
a lQeOllotiYe intqs the inférno  ta bring;
Ollt__  lgaded cars.

Before the war Lt. Col. Shea wa~ an
assistant. superintendept. of the CIIStP&P.
His hcRa iss at 4828 Elliot Ave., So.,
I!lnpeapolia, )linn.

Two members of the old frMernity
who hadn't seen each other for maly

moons paused to exchange the mystic
geip and a bit of gossip.
"How's old Bill these: days?"

“Oh, he's mugh improved since his
operation.1>
“Operation? Didn't know he'd had

one.

"Oh yes; they removed a brass rail
that had been pressing against his foot
for year~ "



