THE RAGING SUSQUEHANNA

WILLIAMSPORY FLOODED BY
I'l!S BAPID RISE,

A NUMBLER OF PERSONS DROWNED AND

MILLIONS OF FEET OF LUMBER AND

LOGS CARRIED AWAY.

WILLIAMSPORT, Peonn,, June 3.—Since Sat-
urday morning last this city has undergone
the experience of being flooded with thirty-four
feot of water, of having the Susquehanna boom
takon out with 200,000,000 feet ol logs, over
40,000,000 feet of sawed lumber taken, mills
carried away, and others wrecked, business and
industrial establishments wreeked, and a large
number of lives loat. Tho flood was nearly
seven feot highar than tho groat hich wator of
1865,

arly on I'ridey news reached here of the
flood at Cleartield, but it was not before 2 o’clock
Saturday morning that the swelling water began
to bocome prominent, the river then showing a
1iso averaglng two foet to the hour. Steadily and
rapidly thereafter the rise continued, 7The raln
up the couniry had been terrifie, and Ifrom
Thursday afternoon thronghouty the nigatg, acd
during Friday and Friday might, the ramn fell
here with but httie 1nterruption. Affer mid-

night I'rrfday it camne down in absclute tor-
rounts untii nearly davhght Saturday morn-
ing. As 8o resuit of ¢his rige, Gratios
Run, a small stresix running through the city
Irom northwest 10 southieast, was raised until
it flooded the whole territory on elther side
of it.

Soon aftor daylhight, the rain having ceased,
he streum began te subsido, and a3 the river
had not then reashed an alarming height, very
few were concerined over tne outiook., The
water Lkept getting higher and Lhiguer,
and sproading oub vver the lower
stroosts. At about O  o'clock in tho
forenoon the logs began to go down,
niline the sgroam from bunk to bank. Tho
wator had by thns time reachied almost the stago
of 18643, [t was comng up Third-street to tho
Court House, and way up Fourth-streot to dar-
kot, Notlong after it reachod ‘Third-streot on
Wilblam and advanced uv [fourthh to Pine, (18
onward proeress did not stop, howover, as it
rose higher on 'Third-street, and soon began to,
reach Foarth-street, both &t Elmira and Loousy
streots, INo one along Fourth betwoeen William
and Jopbura had any conceeption that it would
trouble them, but the sequel proved they woroe
nigtaken.

Soon aftor noon the water hogan crossing tho
ratlroad at Walnut and Campbell strests, and
s00n tile country aifl norii of the rafiroad was
submerged, that part along the ruu bolng for
the second timo during the day flood-
cd, The rise kopt on uantil 9 o’clock
avt night and arier that hour 1t began to go
slowly the other way. By daylight Sunday

mworning 1t had fallen vwo feet and that
receding continued during the day. When
tho wator was at 168 highest  the
menmorablo sight was to bs seen of a
levol surface of waler oxtending {rom

thoe northern hneof tho ¢ity from Rurai-avenuoe
on Locust-street, entirely across tho city to the
mountain on the south side, This meant ithat
the water was six feet deep on the fluora of the
buildings in Market-sguars, over four reot deep
1n the station of the Pennsylvania Rauroad and
at the Pavk Hotel. Fully threc-quartess of the
Clty was submergud.

The losa was mnecessarily enormous, Tho
business houses throughout the city all lose
heavily, inany of them over ¥20,000 eagh. Tho
loss fulls heaviest on the lumbermen, All the
logs are lost and a largs share or the cutlumber,

The loss of Iiic bhas algo been heavy. Two
ochildren ot Charles Edward weore drowned,
tliree ¢hildron of o family named Schultz, and &
c¢hild of William Dietried, a man namea sMitoh-
ior, and an unknewn man also perished, all in
tho city. At Nippenoss, twelve miles up the
river, twelve persons were drowned, membors
ol the fawliies of Goeorge and Wilhiant Young-
man and two youne iady visitors,

A goneral mectine of lumbermen was held
this afternoon to taks action on the (uoestion of
Iooking affer the lost stuck. A comparison as
to losscs waus made, but many of those present
were unable to give an ostimato of thie ammount
they had lost. It was found thav thoe aggre-
gile orf logs lost irom the boom was about
200,000,000 feot, and the aggregate of manu-
factared Iumber fully 40,000,000 feot. Among
the heaviest losers under tho last named hoad

are thae following: F. Coleman, HHoward
&  Perloy, Consolidafod Lamber Com-
pany, White, Leuts & White, Williatus-
port  Lumber Company, ’ayno, Cochiran

& Co., Edgar Munson, I Williams & Fores-
muan, B, C, Bowman & Co,, and 8, Mack Tayior.
The only sawmill tiulien was tho Beavor Mill
strueture, which contained two malls, that ot N,
Mack Taylor and tho Wilbiamsporc Lumber
Cowmpany. It wout down stream just as 1t
stood, and has lodged a tow miles below the
city, wliere 1t now stands intact.

The slnngle mill of T. J. Duffy and his stock
of siiingies were taken, imeluding tho logs ho
lost from the boom. FHis total loss 1s $20,000,

An examination of the boomm made to-day
shows that the piers are all safe but half a
dozen, and tho boom sticks are all 1n place, but
ounc-fenth of the nwwber. In about thirty days
the boom will again be in good workiug order,

Two more lhives were lost to-day, Abram
Itedericy and bis son, aged fourfecen yoears,
made an atteiapt to cross the river above tho
dam in a boat, but wore esrried ovor yne falis
and drowned.

Nows comos this evening that five mon and 2
baby were drowned at Baker's Camp, near Eng-
l1sh Centre, in the northern pars of Lycoming
County.

There 18 a groat amount of distroess, as many
fawilies lost every thing they had in the way of
provisions. Keltof comimittees have been
organized and will be at work by to-morrow.
The citizens held a mecting to-day, and sub-
sCcriptions were vreceived rangsmng from $1,000
dowu, nearly 37,000 being raised. Groceries
are abouv oxhausted, excvept canned goods.
Thereis a littlo flourin tho hands of the rail-
road companies, wiich 18 being put out.

Rallroad and telegraphic communic:iion, sus-
pended since Friday night, 18 opening. Rail-
road telegraph lines began workiung east to-duy
and traina are running from Dewart eastward.
Bridgoes on the FPennsylvania Railroad from

Linden to Suunbury were all taken. That at
Montgomery i3 now being rebuilt, and
whan it 1S dono, trains will be able

to reach the south si1de of ihe river opposite this
city. ‘Through trainsg will be run by way of
Lock Haven to the main lime at Tyrone this
weok, On the Northern Central Railroad trains
are run south only to Roarlng Branch., All
bridges botweon that point and here are gono
but threq.

PHILADELTHIIA, June 3.—A member of tho
Phtladelphia Itmnes’s stafl telegraphs trom Will-
lamspore.

_Trusting to the strong arms of brave John
Nichol, L sately c¢rossed the Susquebanna b
Montgomory two hours ago in a small boat,
and wot Superintendent Westfall on the other
side on an engine. We went to where the North-
ern Coniral crosges the river agaln to Will-
lamsport, wiere it 18 wider aud swifter, The
havoe overywhere 18 dreadful. BMost of the
larwers for miles and miles havolost their stock
and crops, and some their hworses and barps.
In opne place L1 saw thirty dead eattle.
They had caught on the top of a hill,
hut woro drowned ana oarried into a
creek that had been a part of o river, I
couid sve whora the river had been ovep the
tons of the barns & quarter of a mile from the
usual bapk, A man pamed Gibson, some miles
below Willianisport, iost every animal but a
gray horses, whicih got 1nto the loft and staid
there, with the water up to his bouy.

A woman named Clark is alive with six cows
that slie got up-stairs. Along the edges of the

washed-out tracks families with stoves
antd & few things saved are under
bourd sbantfes, \We passod the saw il

that by formng ua dam 18 responsiblo for
tho logs o the Williamsport bridgos.
The river looked very wild, but Superintendont
Westfull and I crossed 16 1 two boats. It is
nearly half & mile asross. Both boats wero car-
Iied soime distance and mnearly upset. It was
oud, after wading through mud into
the town, to find all Williamsporg
knowing little or nothing avout Johustown or
what bad been happeuing elsewhere., Mr.
Westfall was bssot by thousands asking about
frlends on the otuer side, and inquiring when
food can he got through,

1he loss is awful. There have not been many
Duildings in the town carrigd off, bug there are
tew that luve not béen damaged. 'There is
imouralng  ovorywhore for tho dead., Men
look serious and wern, and every one is
rolng ahout splashed with mud. The Mayor
in his address gsays: “Scud us help at onco—
in the namo of God, 2t once. There are hun-
dreds uatterly destitute, They have lost all
they have, and have no hope of cmployment
for the tuture. 'Philadelphia should, if possible,
seud provisions, Suei & thing as & chieken is
unknown here. ‘ihey were all earried off, It ig
hard 1o get anything 0 eat for love or money,
Flour s needed worse than anything olse.”

I gave away & cooked chicken and sandwiches
that I had with me to two men whe had had
nothing to eat since yesterday niorning. The
flovd having subsidod, all the wrim destitution
i3 now uucdvered. Lust night a great many
fgrocory and other stores were guitted, not by
the water, but by hungry, desperate people.
They only took things to eat.

There has been considerable anxiety about
the banks owing to the psopde who are in
urgent necd, but thoy will weather the
storm, especially if they roceive any
aupport trom outside. The arrival apnd pres-
ence of Mr. Westfull, and his announcement
that the road will be open from Pnlladelphiu to
tho other side of the river to-morrow night, had
dono much to allay the panie and croate a bet-
ter leoling. One hundred speciul police have
been appoinied by Mayor Forseman.

A pathetio feature of the lossof lifeis thogreat
number of children drowned. In one cgge two
brothers named Youngman, up the river,
who have a woolen mill, 1lecst their
wives and children and their property,
too, by the Dbursting of the dam, Ivery-
thing was carried away in the night. They
savod themsetves by being strong. Oue cauvrht
in a treo on the side of the mountaln across the
rivor and remained there from Saturday pigchg
until late BSunday with the river below him.
A great many poaplo are missing. How many
cannot be told at presont. It is possible the loss
of li{e may run into the hundreds. Soms raile
road men, whe came from a point ahove called

Jersey shore, found and anchored a number of
dead bodies that were floating around.

Willlamsport is the capital of Lycoming Coun-
ty, and 18 situated on the west bank of the Sus-
quehanna River. Itis 200 mlles northiwest of

Philadelphia, 75 miles south of Eimira, and 04
miles porth ot Harrisburg, 1t1s on the North-
ern Contral Railroand and the Philadelphia and
Erie Ratlroad, at the west terminus of the Cata-
wissa and Williamsport Railread. It is the
greatest lumbor market 1n the State. The
gsouthern bank of the river is connooted by a
suspension bridge, akove whioh is the great
Susquehanna boom, whick cost avout one mill-
ion dollars and has & capacity of 300,000,000
feot of lumber. The city 18 in the valley and
has seores of attractions. Relatively it 1s ul-
most as badly situated for a trashet a3 Johns-

1owi.
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